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SUB J : MALAWI CREATES MINISTRY FOR OAU AFFAIRS 
REF: BLANTYRE 436 (NOTAL) 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. PRESIDENT BANDA ON MAY 31 ANNOUNCED 
CREATION OF NEW MINISTRY FOR ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
AFFAIRS, TO OPERATE DIRECTLY FROM PRESIDENT'S OWN OFFICE. 

ON IUNE 1 HE NAMED AS MINISTER RICHARD BESTON CHADZANIA 
NKHOMA, PREVIOUSLY MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO. END UNCLASSIFIED 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. THIS IS SIGNIFICANT AND PERHAPS 
REVEALING MOVE ON PART OF PRESIDENT BANDA. THROUGH THE YEARS 
BANDA CONSISTENTLY HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF OAU, ATTESTED MOST 
RECENTLY IN MALAWI PARLIAMENT WHEN HE SCORED OAU'S ILLOGICALITY 
IN NOT ACCEPTING WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS (REFTEL). HIGH-LEVEL 
FOCUS ON OAU AFFAIRS HAS BEEN CONSPICUOUS BY ITS ABSENCE 
THROUGHOUT MOST OF MALAWI'S INDEPENDENCE. THAT BANDA NOW HAS 
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CURRENT UNCERTAINTIES ABOUT PACE AND DIRECTION OF EVENTS IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. IT IS ESPECIALLY INTERESTING THAT THIS 
STEP COMES AT A TIME WHEN BANDA'S ABILITY TO PLAY INFLUENTIAL 
ROLE IN MOZAMBIQUAN DEVELOPMENTS HAS BEEN CURAILED BY APPARENT 
INTERRUPTION IN "JARDIM CONNECTION." 

3. APPOINTMENT OF CHIDZANIA IS CURIOUS. CHIDZANJA IS TOUGH 
OLD PARTY HACK WHO, WHILE OF PROVEN LOYALTY TO PRESIDENT, 

HAS BEEN IN AND OUT OF TROUBLE (AND OFFICE) THROUGH THE YEARS. 

HE IS FAR FROM MOST IMPRESSIVE REPRESENTATIVE MALAWI COULD 
PRODUCE, BUT BANDA DOUBTLESS FEELS HE CAN RELY ON HIM IN OAU 
CONTACS STAUNCHLY TO DEFEND BANDA LINE. UNIMPRESSIVE 
CHARACTER OF NEW MINISTER AND FACT MINISTRY WILL OPERATE 
FROM PRESIDENT'S OFFICE UNDERSOCRE BANDA'S DETERMINATION TO 
KEEP OAU INITIATIVES (IF ANY) SQUARELY UNDER HIS OWN THUMB. 

4. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICERS HAVE ADVISED THEY WERE TAKEN 
COMPLETELY UNAWARES BY PRESIDENT'S MOVE. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
MINISTRY HAS BEEN IN GENERAL DISREPUTE WITH DIP CORPS RECENTLY 
FOR INEFFICIENCY AND LACK OF AUTHORITY. LATEST DEVELOPMENT 
DOES NOTHING TO RESTORE ITS STATUS. 
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